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Legislators, like local elected officials and community leaders, want housing that is affordable.  
Yet the very foundations of the American Dream— safety and owning a home—are being 
undermined by legislation that favors developer/investors. Confidence is dwindling. Working 
together, we can do better. 

RHNA Analysis 30,000 foot level: Evidence of flawed analysis of housing needs--

• State audit report on RHNA (3/17/22): The Dept. of HCD must improve its
processes to ensure that communities can adequately plan for housing

• Who’s Counting? How McKinsey Hyped CA’s Housing Crisis, Zelda Bronstein

• RHNA and ABAG demographic projections are way too high, Gaetan Lion

Legislation 10,000 foot level: Policies of streamlining, ministerial approval, and elimination of 
public participation benefit developer/investors, but harm neighborhoods, the 
environment, and don’t meet goals for affordable housing --    

• SB423 (Wiener) would extend SB35 (2017) to the detriment of cities

• Builders remedy is a heyday for building market rate housing; no guardrails for
communities 

Cities/People at 
Risk 

1,000 foot level: Cities and constituents suffer-- 

• Developer/investors are enabled to build housing on sites prone to fire,
flooding, and toxins

• Cities incur increased costs for unfunded mandates and the infrastructure to
support greater density (e.g., sewers, water, schools, power, safety, etc.)
without state support

 Take 3 Actions-- Implement policy solutions that serve communities & constituents! 

1. FIX the flawed RHNA methodology that exploded housing quotas between the 5th & 6th Housing Element
cycles by triple and up to six times previous mandates. .  State audit report on RHNA (3/17/22)

2. OPPOSE SB423 (Wiener). It extends failed housing policy without meeting the need for housing that is
affordable.  Oppose AB1485 (Haney) that exposes your constituents to increased threats from Attorney
General Bonta’s Strike Force.

3. OPPOSE bills that allow hedge funds and speculators to acquire land, profit, and housing cash flow while
reducing safety, local control, and opportunties for home ownership.

https://www.auditor.ca.gov/reports/2021-125/index.html
https://catalystsca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Brooklyn-Rail-2304-Whos-Counting-How-McKinsey-Hyped-Californias-Housing-Crisis.pdf
https://catalystsca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Marin-Post-230109-RHNA-and-ABAG-demographic-projections-are-way-too-high.pdf
https://catalystsca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/MarinPost-230216-Wiener-bill-would-kick-elected-officials-out-of-critical-land-use-and-housing-decisions.pdf
https://catalystsca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/HKLaw-Alert-221021-Builders-Remedy-Bay-Area-Will-Soon-Face-a-Powerful-Housing-Tool.pdf
https://catalystsca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/CalMatters-230104-The-next-phase-of-California-housing-reforms-Climate-safe-homeownership.pdf
https://catalystsca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/LA-Times-230128-California-faces-catastrophic-flood-dangers-%E2%80%94-and-a-need-to-invest-billions-in-protection.pdf
https://catalystsca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/NBC-Bay-Area-220629-A-Fight-Over-Century-Old-Toxic-Legacy-in-San-Francisco.pdf
https://catalystsca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/CA-Policy-Center-220221-TWELVE-OUT-OF-FIFTEEN-LARGEST-CALIFORNIA-CITIES-DONT-HAVE-MONEY-TO-PAY-THEIR-BILLS.pdf
https://catalystsca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/MarinPost-230216-Wiener-bill-would-kick-elected-officials-out-of-critical-land-use-and-housing-decisions.pdf
https://catalystsca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/SF-Chronicle-230328-New-bill-would-let-Californias-attorney-general-jump-into-more-housing-fights.pdf
https://catalystsca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Common-Edge-220601-How-Private-Equity-Is-Making-the-Housing-Crisis-Even-Worse.pdf
https://www.auditor.ca.gov/reports/2021-125/index.html
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Scan the QR Code or go to https://catalystsCA.org/lobbyday 
to accessthis document with live links to the sources.

More Evidence 

 30,000 foot level: Bills use inflated and unreliable data to justify RHNA mandates. 

Double Counting in the Latest Housing Needs Assessment, Gab Layton, Embarcadero Institute 

      Huntington Beach v. Newsom, RHNA, HCD, and state housing law, Bob Silvestri, The Marin Post 

 10,000 foot level: Housing legislation benefits developer/investors, undermines the 
American dream of home ownership, drags the county down to a disenfranchised 
renter nation status, and relies on threats and litigation. 

How CA’s 6th cycle RHNA was rigged, Michael Barnes, Powerpoint re: SB35, SB828 

Modern Day Robber Baron: The Sins of Blackstone CEO Stephen Schwarzman, Patrick Range McDonald, 
Housing Is a Human Right 

JPMorgan is about to spend $1 billion on hundreds of rental homes across the US on the way to 
becoming a megalandlord, Robert Davis, Insider 

 1,000 foot level: Communities and constituents are put in danger. 

YIMBY, White Privilege, and the Soul of our Cities—Shelterforce 

Plan Bay Area 2050 is a recipe for displacement of vulnerable communities-–48 Hills  

Proposed multibillion-dollar regional bond signals shift in how Bay Area affordable housing is funded -- 
Mercury News 

Solutions 
✓ Address the foundational issue of income inequality. 
✓ Subsidize housing that is affordable to wage-earners. 
✓ Preserve housing stock.  Tax vacancies. 
✓ Regulate housing monopolies. 
✓ Collaborate with communities and constituents. 

http://www.catalystsca.org/
https://catalystsca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Marin-Post-230316-Huntington-Beach-v.-Newsom-RHNA-HCD-and-state-housing-law.pdf
https://marinpost.org/blog/2023/3/16/huntington-beach-v-newsom-rhna-hcd-and-state-housing-law
https://www.livablecalifornia.org/playing-the-housing-numbers-game-how-californias-sixth-cycle-rhna-was-rigged-presented-by-michael-barnes-at-a-livable-california-teleconference-10-29-22/
https://www.housingisahumanright.org/modern-day-robber-baron-the-sins-of-blackstone-ceo-stephen-schwarzman/
https://www.businessinsider.com/jp-morgan-to-acquire-1-billion-of-single-family-rentals-2022-11
https://www.businessinsider.com/jp-morgan-to-acquire-1-billion-of-single-family-rentals-2022-11
https://shelterforce.org/2019/02/19/yimby-white-privilege-and-the-soul-of-our-cities/
https://catalystsca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/48-Hills-211013-Plan-Bay-Area-2050-is-a-recipe-for-displacement-of-vulnerable-communities.pdf
https://www.mercurynews.com/2023/03/28/a-proposed-multi-billion-regional-bond-signals-a-shift-in-how-bay-area-affordable-housing-is-funded/
https://embarcaderoinstitute.com/portfolio-items/double-counting-in-the-latest-housing-needs-assessment/



