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Do the M ath: T he s tate has  or dered more than 350 cities  to prepare the w ay  for  more 
than 2 mill ion homes by  2030. 

But w hat i f the m ath is  w rong? 

Senate B il l  828, co-sponsored by  the Bay  A rea Council  and Si licon V alley  L eadership 
Group, and authored by  state Sen. Scott W iener in 2018, has  inadvertently  doubled the 
“R egional  H ousing N eeds  A ssessm ent” in  California. 

Use of an incorrect v acancy  rate and double counting, inspired by  SB-828, caused the 
state’s  Departm ent of H ousing and Com m unity  Developm ent (H CD) to ex aggerate by  
m ore than 900,000 the units  needed in  SoCal , the Bay  A rea and the Sacram ento area. 

T he state’s  approach to determ ining the housing need m ust be defens ible and 
reproducible i f cities  are to be held accountable. Inaccuracies  on this  scale m ask  the 
fact that cities  and counties  are surpass ing the state’s  m ark et-rate housing targets , 
but fal l ing far  short in  m eeting affordable hous ing targets . T he inaccuracies  obscure 
the real  problem  and the associated solution to the housing cris is—the funding of 
affordable housing. 
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