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November 20, 2025
To:  City Clerk 
Subject:  Objections to Plan Bay Area2050+ and the DEIR. Call for action!
Deadline:  December 18, 2025
 
Clerk: Please forward this correspondence to your City Council and City Manager
We write to you as concerned Bay Area residents and civic leaders—Sandra Bushmaker, former Mayor of Sausalito, and Susan Kirsch, Founder, Catalysts for Local Control. We are urging your city council, on behalf of your constituents, to submit a formal comment on the Plan Bay Area 2050+ and the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR). 
Here are key facts, and why your participation matters:
1. Deadline is real!  The public comment period for PBA and the DEIR closes December 18, 2025 at 5 p.m. Send comments to: info@bayareametro.gov AND eircomments@bayareametro.gov.
1. Regional plans with long-term local impact:  Plan Bay Area 2050+ is the long-range Regional Transportation Plan / Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) for the nine-county Bay Area, covering 101 cities. The DEIR assesses the impacts.  Plan Bay Area+2Plan Bay Area+2
1. Critical gaps in assumptions, modeling, forecasts, and projections! Reviews are raising serious questions about the growth and transportation forecasts, the 2013 Settlement Agreement between MTC and the Building Industry Association’s Regional Growth Forecast, and the EIR impacts. Over half of the environmental impacts are assessed as “significant and unavoidable.” These are not technical quibbles. They could materially alter housing, the economy, transportation, and the environment, diminishing safety, equity, and quality of life.
1. Your voice makes a difference! When city jurisdictions comment, it signals to MTC/ABAG that local officials are watching and demand that Commissioners govern, based on data and accountability, not just rubber-stamp MTC staff recommendations.   
Objections to Plan Bay Area assumptions and request for action: 
·      Circulate a draft comment letter (sample attached) for city leadership to review and sign.
1. Submit the letter by email to eircomments@bayareametro.gov (subject line: “Draft EIR”) and to info@bayareametro.gov.
1. Or mail to:  MTC Public Information Office, Attn: Draft EIR Comments
375 Beale Street, Suite 800
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 
Why this matters:
·       A robust DEIR is legally required under CEQA.  Decision-makers rely on the analysis to understand environmental trade-offs, and your comment helps ensure the best available science and data are used.
·       Flawed or under-documented forecasts could lead to misallocation of billions of dollars in infrastructure investment, with real consequences for residents: growth, congestion, housing, equity, and safety.
·       Local governments are accountable to your constituents. Ask yourself, “Is our community better off now than it was in 2013 when Plan Bay Area got started?”  By submitting comments, you raise your concerns, rather than allowing them to stay buried in a thousand pages of documents.  
Thank you for your leadership and for helping to protect the interests of your community in this critical regional planning process.
With respect,
Sandra Bushmaker, Former Mayor, Sausalito
Susan Kirsch, Founder, Catalysts for Local Control
 
Sample letter to MTC/ABAG (.DOC)
Addendum (combined .PDF)
·      Analysis and Tables 
o   Table 2-14: Regional Growth Forecast of Population (.PDF),
o   Table 1.1: Building Industry Association Settlement Agreement (.PDF), 
o   Table 4-34: Summary Comparison of Impacts and Alternatives (.PDF),
·      “Plan Bay Area’s draft report appears built on false assumptions,” Susan Kirsch, Marin Independent Journal, November 10, 2025 (Article),
·      Guidelines for submitting comments on a Program EIR (.PDF),
·      Requirements for use of DRU statistics (.PDF)
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